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THE CULTURAL journey from West to East marked a new milestone for Marco Polo Ortigas 

Manila with the hotel’s Silken Voices, Silken Roads: An Opera Gala Dinner.  

Celebrating the hotel’s second year anniversary, Marco Polo Ortigas Manila hosted its first 

ever grand affair, commemorating Marco Polo’s 24-year journey through the Silk Road. The event 

brought a cultural journey from Marco Polo hometown in Europe, to a place with endless 

discoveries, China, highlighting three elements, opera, cuisine, and couture. These three filled the 

halls of the Grand Ballroom of Marco Polo Ortigas Manila last April 18. The event was graced with 

elegantly-dressed guests that experienced a travel from one region to another in one delightful 

evening. 
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The journey on the Silk Road began with a Venetian collection of couture pieces by Renee 

Salud, inspired by the place that impressed the young Marco Polo and made the boy embark on a 

long journey. As models stood in the middle of the grand ballroom, Canapes from Spain, to China, 

to Philippines were served, especially made by Executive Chef Lluis Pesarrodona. Chinese Black 

Marinated Fungus, and Mahi Mahi Crudo, were just one of the savory dishes served to guests. 

As guests settled in, General Manager, Frank Reichenbach, opened the ceremonies. 

Afterwards, guests were serenaded with Italian opera song, Libiamo, performed by Asia’s Got 

Talent Runner Up Gerphil Flores, the Philippine Opera Company, and Francisco Aseniero. 

Europe is a region dear to Marco Polo. The culinary journey continues with satisfying 

appetizer, Italian Beef Tenderloin Carpaccio, paired with a delightful 2014 Banfi Placido Pinot Grigio 

from Italy. 

Marco Polo then travelled through the Middle East. The region was an inspiration for the 

song, Lakme, for its distance and exoticness. This opera song was performed by Philippine Opera 

Company’s Karla Gutierrez and Marian Santiago. This also gave way for the feast of Baby Calamari 

and Roasted Duck, a walk through Asian cuisine. Continuing the journey through Middle East was 

violinist Joseph Brian Cimafranca with a contemporary piece, Kashmir, and a savory dish, the 

Chicken Kebab with orange-flavored hummus and dried fruits. 

Showcasing her versatile talent is Gerphil Flores, who sang Un Bel Di, the most famous aria 

from Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly”, followed by a dish that brings a taste of China, the Stir-fried 

Lapu-lapu and Tiger Prawn in XO Sauce and Soft Tofu. The world-class dish became even more 

enjoyable as Philippine Opera Company’s Marian Santiago, Tenor Christian Nagaño, and Baritone 

Lawrence Jatayna, together with tenor Francisco Aseniero, sang one of the most moving love songs, 

Kismet and And This Is Beloved. 

China is truly the region that Marco Polo was fascinated for with the rich culture it brings. 

From the West, Marco’s homeland, to East, the land of endless discoveries, came together with 

Marco Polo Ortigas Manila’s version of a pasta medley, Lemon Ricotta Tortellini and Fried Noodles 

with Scallops. The savory dish was followed by the very charming aria, Yours Is My Heart Alone and 

When He Speaks, sang by Francisco Aseniero. 

After 23 years, Marco Polo returned to Italy, bringing a vast array of different cultures from 

the different regions he went to. Topping off the culinary journey were scrumptious desserts from 

the country that always brings the best of the best, France. A French-type cake made with layers of 
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almond sponge Joconde, soaked in coffee syrup were enjoyed while listening to Funiculi Funicala, 

and O Sole Mio. 

“An evening when Music, Opera and Fashion come together in a beautiful setting that 

evokes romance and fantasy. In such a setting, only the very finest feasts can truly complement the 

drama. Together, these elements combine to hopefully give our guests, a greater awareness of the 

tremendous talent that makes the Philippine Cultural scene so very rich. Just as it gives our chefs 

the chance to create innovative dishes that blend the best local and imported ingredients. And 

topping off the experience, are wines chosen with both bravura and connoisseurship!” says General 

Manager, Frank Reichenbach. 

In one night, the hotel was able to bring its guests from West to East. The success of this 

cultural journey marks the start of the yearly celebration of Marco Polo Ortigas Manila. 

For more information, contact (632) 720 7777 or email: 

communication.mnl@marcopolohotels.com.  Visit facebook.com/MarcoPoloOrtigasManila or 

follow @MarcoPoloManila on Twitter or Instagram.  

 

### 

For more information contact: Judith Los Baños  

                                                               Director of Marketing Communications 

                                                               Marco Polo Ortigas Manila 

                                                              Tel: (63 2) 720-7777 loc 6314 

                                                              Mobile: (63) 917- 8235268 

                                                              Email: judith.losbanos@marcopolohotels.com 
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Notes to the Editor: 
 
Marco Polo Ortigas Manila 

 
After two decades, a welcome transformation to the Ortigas skyline is finally unveiled with the opening of the 
brand new Marco Polo Ortigas Manila.  
 
Nestled in the vibrant and growing commercial business district is the first purpose-built 5-star Marco Polo hotel in 
the country offering distinguished guests 316 large and well-designed rooms and suites, including two (2) 
Continental Club floors that accords unrivalled privileges and benefits. Adjudged to be the most beautiful in town 
and one of the best among Marco Polo hotels in the world, it is exclusive for guests who desire a higher level of 
luxury on top of our impressive new Continental Club lounge.  
 
The hotel, a product of sophisticated design and well-planned development, is bestowed as the first sky hotel in 
the country with dedicated floor areas exclusively for business and recreational use. The floors are accessed via 
high-speed elevators including a wellness hub called Flow which houses a full-service spa, indoor infinity pool and 
fully-equipped fitness center plus the first sky lobby in the Philippines nestled at the 25th level of the hotel tower 
offering unparalleled views of the cityscape. 
 
Adding to Manila’s best dining destinations are four (4) specialty outlets that your guests can choose from. 
Cucina, the all-day dining restaurant that features live show kitchens; Lung Hin , the contemporary Chinese 
restaurant serving traditional and authentic Cantonese cuisine in a new, fresh and modern style; Café Pronto, the 
relaxed and friendly coffee area offering a wide range of designer coffee, specialty teas and freshly baked items 
good for dine-in or to go; and VU’s, the first of its kind sky bar and lounge located at the topmost 45th floor of the 
hotel, offers Mediterranean tapas, signature cocktails, wines, sprits, and champagnes amidst awe-inspiring vistas. 
 
For momentous social events and corporate meetings, the Marco Polo Grand Ballroom can accommodate up to 
600 guests. In addition, the eight (8) state-of-the-art function rooms can accommodate 250 guests. 
Complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi internet service is available all throughout the hotel to provide savvy business 
and leisure travelers a balanced lifestyle of work and play seamlessly. 
 
Visit www.marcopolohotels.com 
 
About Marco Polo Hotels 
 

A wholly owned subsidiary of The Wharf (Holdings) Ltd, Marco Polo Hotels currently operates 13 owned or 
managed upscale, full-service hotels throughout Hong Kong, China and the Philippines. Niccolo by Marco Polo 
was recently added to the group’s portfolio as the new luxury collection. In addition to 4 Niccolo hotels, the group 
has a further 2 Marco Polo properties currently under development, bringing the group to 19 hotels in total. Marco 
Polo properties are well-known and established addresses for business and leisure travellers throughout the 
Asian region, with a proven reputation for exceptional service and an appreciation for their local identity.  The 
brand maintains its long-standing ethos of discovery, creating unique guest experiences and drawing on the key 
philosophies of its namesake, Marco Polo: an adventurer, a traveller, an entrepreneur and a connoisseur of 
culture - just as Marco Polo’s modern travellers are today. 
 
Further details on Marco Polo Hotels are available at: www.marcopolohotels.com 
 

About Global Hotel Alliance 

 

Founded in 2004, and based on the airline alliance model, Global Hotel Alliance (“GHA”) is today the 

world’s largest alliance of independent hotel brands. GHA uses a shared technology platform to drive 

incremental revenues and create cost savings for its member brands, and operates a multi-brand 

loyalty programme, DISCOVERY, which has over seven million members. GHA currently includes more 

than 30 brands, encompassing over 550 upscale and luxury hotels with 110,000 rooms across 76 different 

countries. For more information visit gha.com 
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