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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A fine Swiss affair at Marco Polo Ortigas, Manila 
A Swiss culinary journey 

 

 
 

August 26, 2016 (Manila, Philippines) – Experience a piece of Switzerland as Marco Polo Ortigas, 

Manila invites you to a two week-long celebration of Swiss chocolates, cheese and more at “All Things 

Swiss” currently running from August 19th to September 4th. 

 

Of cheeses and Swiss 

The Swiss-filled celebration was officially launched last August 4, 2016, in Ballroom A of the city’s only 

sky hotel. In celebration of the 725th National Swiss Day, the Hotel, in partnership of the Embassy of 

Switzerland, gathered Swiss partners, media and guests for a day full of Swiss delicacies, cheeses, and 

wine. Guests were welcomed by the Master of Ceremony and Swiss national, Rapha Kiefer as well as 

the Hotel’s General Manager and Swiss national, Frank Reichenbach, who expressed his gratitude to 

everyone who made the event possible.  
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Afterwards, the Embassy of Switzerland’s Deputy Head of Mission and guest of honour, Raoul Imbach, 

gave a speech about Switzerland, its diverse culture and food ― something that is similar to the local 

Philippine culture. 

 

A special performance by the Swiss Army Band provided guests with an opportunity like this to 

experience the culture of Switzerland through a musical journey. The band consists of 14 talented 

musicians, which was arranged by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and the Chief of the Armed 

Forces, Lieutenant General André Blattman. Headed by Lt. Col. Patrick Robatel, their trip to Manila is the 

3rd leg of the Asia tour, coming from Seoul, Beijing, and going to Singapore next, performing anthems 

and traditional music, for different Swiss celebrations. 

 

A Swiss night 

Opening the festivities for the Swiss Food Festival last August 19, was a full 4-course wine dinner, 

attended by partners from the Embassy of Switzerland, guests, sponsors and media. The attendees 

were welcomed by General Manager Frank Reichenbach and guest chef from Marco Polo Hongkong 

Hotel, Rolf Jaeggi. The dinner was graced by guest of honour and H.E. Ambassador of Switzerland, Mrs. 

Andrea Reichlin. 

 

“Our chef tonight, for the culinary experience he has, I’m 100% sure that he will represent Switzerland at 

its very best top quality and top taste. Drinks, wines, and of course the food. I’m very happy to meet you 

on this occasion and I hope that this could be the start of the legend of Swiss culinary arts as here in the 

Marco Polo, here in Manila,” says H.E. Ambassador Andrea Reichlin. 

 

The culinary journey featured traditional Swiss dishes that gave a piece of Switzerland, in one delightful 

evening. Starting this journey to Switzerland is everyone’s favourite, Beef Carpaccio with beef tartar, 

quail egg, mache leaves and lemon pepper marinade. The tasty carpaccio was thinly sliced, and season 

well with the most simple but satisfying spices. Pairing it with Fendant Blanc d’Amour from Cave 

Valcombe, the dish was brought to a whole new level of comfort. It is then followed by Swiss barley 

soup, a Swiss staple cooked with herbs and viande des grisons. 

 

The main course consists of two tender and flavourful dishes, Fish fillet with almond, capers, and butter, 

and the Swiss national dish, Veal zurichoise with Rosti potatoes. The tender and filling veal Swiss 

specialty was freshly prepared, Zurich-style, and paired with Humagne Rouge, which came from the 

finest wine regions in the Alpine country, bringing in more flavors and a piece of Switzerland’s tasty 

dishes. 
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Ending the journey the Swiss way, are scrumptious desserts that bring the sweetness of Switzerland, the 

Plum tart with vanilla snaps and whipped cream. Fresh plums were freshly-harvested and baked to bring 

a complete flavour of the sweetness of Swiss, paired with Marugg Riesling Sylvaner. Special sweets, 

such as Swiss croissant with nuts, and chestnut puree flavoured with kirsch, were also indulged. 

 

Master cooking class 

Interested guests gathered to learn how to cook traditional Swiss dishes, as Chef Rolf shares his 

expertise to a group of media, diplomats and ambassadors, and other guests. Chef Rolf welcomed and 

let the guests have a closer look on how to prepare such natural and tasty Swiss staples― Beef 

Carpaccio with beef tartar, quail egg, mache leaves and lemon pepper marinade, Chicken cordon bleu, 

and Plum tart with vanilla snaps and whipped cream. A Swiss cooking class would not be complete 

without a special dish, and all-time favorite, Veal zurichoise with Rosti potatoes, completing the line-up of 

dishes demonstrated. Guests then proceeded to Cucina, to have a taste of the Swiss Food Festival. 

 

Immerse yourself in an experience of the natural Switzerland this August 19 to September 4 as Marco 

Polo Ortigas Manila brings Switzerland to you. Indulge in a wide selection of Swiss dishes for a food 

festival at the all-day dining restaurant,  

 

Cucina, is open from Monday to Thursday, at Php 1,500 for lunch buffet and Php 1,800 for dinner buffet; 

and from Friday to Sunday, at Php 2,300 for lunch buffet and Php 2,650 for dinner buffet. Discover a 

wide variety of Alpine Pralines at Café Pronto with boxes of 3, 6, and 12, available for purchase. Relax 

and unwind the Swiss way over an unobstructed view of the metro with Swiss cheese buffet and wine, 

available every night for the whole duration of All Things Swiss for Php 1,900 for the cheese buffet. 

Swiss wines are sold separately and are available either by glass or by the bottle. Contact (632) 720 

7777 or email manila@marcopolohotels.com for more information.  Visit 

facebook.com/MarcoPoloOrtigasManila or follow @MarcoPoloManila on Twitter or Instagram. 

 

* * * 

 

For more information contact:   Judith A. Los Baños  

                                                   Director of Marketing Communications 

                                                   Marco Polo Ortigas Manila 

                                                   Tel: (63 2) 720-7777 loc 6314 

                                                   Mobile: (63) 917- 8235268 

                                                   Email: judith.losbanos@marcopolohotels.com 
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Notes to the Editor: 
 
Marco Polo Ortigas Manila 
 
After two decades, a welcome transformation to the Ortigas skyline is finally unveiled with the opening of the 
brand new Marco Polo Ortigas Manila.  
 
Nestled in the vibrant and growing commercial business district is the first purpose-built 5-star Marco Polo hotel in 
the country offering distinguished guests 316 large and well-designed rooms and suites, including two (2) 
Continental Club floors that accords unrivalled privileges and benefits. Adjudged to be the most beautiful in town 
and one of the best among Marco Polo hotels in the world, it is exclusive for guests who desire a higher level of 
luxury on top of our impressive new Continental Club lounge.  
 
The hotel, a product of sophisticated design and well-planned development, is bestowed as the first sky hotel in 
the country with dedicated floor areas exclusively for business and recreational use. The floors are accessed via 
high-speed elevators including a wellness hub called Flow which houses a full-service spa, indoor infinity pool and 
fully-equipped fitness center plus the first sky lobby in the Philippines nestled at the 25th level of the hotel tower 
offering unparalleled views of the cityscape. 
 
Adding to Manila’s best dining destinations are four (4) specialty outlets that your guests can choose from. 
Cucina, the all-day dining restaurant that features live show kitchens; Lung Hin , the contemporary Chinese 
restaurant serving traditional and authentic Cantonese cuisine in a new, fresh and modern style; Café Pronto, the 
relaxed and friendly coffee area offering a wide range of designer coffee, specialty teas and freshly baked items 
good for dine-in or to go; and VU’s, the first of its kind sky bar and lounge located at the topmost 45th floor of the 
hotel, offers Mediterranean tapas, signature cocktails, wines, sprits, and champagnes amidst awe-inspiring vistas. 
 
For momentous social events and corporate meetings, the Marco Polo Grand Ballroom can accommodate up to 
600 guests. In addition, the eight (8) state-of-the-art function rooms can accommodate 250 guests. 
Complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi internet service is available all throughout the hotel to provide savvy business 
and leisure travelers a balanced lifestyle of work and play seamlessly. 
 
For more information, visit marcopolohotels.com 
 
About Marco Polo Hotels 
A wholly owned subsidiary of The Wharf (Holdings) Ltd, Marco Polo Hotels currently operates 14 owned or 
managed upscale, full-service hotels throughout Hong Kong, China and the Philippines. Niccolo by Marco Polo 
was recently added to the group’s portfolio as the new luxury collection. In addition to 3 more Niccolo hotels, the 
group has a Marco Polo hotel currently under development, bringing the group to 18 hotels in total. Marco Polo 
properties are well-known and established addresses for business and leisure travellers throughout the Asian 
region, with a proven reputation for exceptional service and an appreciation for their local identity.  The brand 
maintains its long-standing ethos of discovery, creating unique guest experiences and drawing on the key 
philosophies of its namesake, Marco Polo: an adventurer, a traveller, an entrepreneur and a connoisseur of 
culture - just as Marco Polo’s modern travellers are today. 
Further details on Marco Polo Hotels are available at: marcopolohotels.com 

 
About Global Hotel Alliance 

Founded in 2004, and based on the airline alliance model, Global Hotel Alliance (“GHA”) is today the 

world’s largest alliance of independent hotel brands. GHA uses a shared technology platform to drive 

incremental revenues and create cost savings for its member brands, and operates a multi-brand 

loyalty programme, DISCOVERY, which has over eight million members. GHA currently includes more 

than 30 brands, encompassing over 550 upscale and luxury hotels with 110,000 rooms across 76 different 

countries. For more information visit gha.com 

 

 


