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Marco Polo Hotels Takes Branding to New Heights 
Ms. Alka Datwani Appointed as Group Director, Branding & Communications 

 

 
 
13 September 2016 (Hong Kong) – Marco Polo Hotels has appointed marketing professional, 

Ms. Alka Datwani, as Group Director, Branding & Communications for new luxury hotel brand, 

Niccolo Hotels, and Marco Polo Hotels group. 

 

A seasoned hotelier, Alka brings with her over 12 years in luxury hospitality and hotel experience 

to her new role.  “Looking to raise the bar in brand building and innovation, Alka’s solid 

background in marketing communications and branding will be a tremendous lift to our group,” 

said Dr. Jennifer Cronin, President, Niccolo and Marco Polo Hotels.  “Her extensive experience 

marketing international luxury hotel brands globally for both corporate and property levels, is the 

ideal fit for our group and we look forward to her leading the development of new branding 

initiatives and marketing strategies for both our new luxury brand, Niccolo Hotels, and Marco Polo 

Hotels. 

 



 

 

“I am delighted to join the world of Niccolo and Marco Polo and drive the company to become 

brand icons and industry leaders. The expansion of both brands across key regional cities make it 

an opportune time to focus on strengthening branding and communications for the group and I 

hope to orchestrate the evolution of our brands to new heights”, said Alka speaking of her new 

role. 

 

Formerly Director of Communications for Cordis, Hong Kong, Alka helped to successfully launch 

Langham Hospitality Group’s new brand, Cordis Hotels & Resorts, while rebranding the group’s 

flagship hotel Langham Place Hong Kong in 2015, where she oversaw marketing 

communications, public relations and digital media to drive rooms, sales and marketing, 

partnerships, food and beverage, wedding and spa functions, over a span of 5 years. 

 

Alka’s previous roles include senior positions with Starwood Asia Pacific Hotels and Resorts,  

St. Regis Macao and Le Méridien Hotels and Resorts, following her dynamic career in advertising 

with Ogilvy & Mather and TBWA. 

 

Alka is a BA Honours graduate in Business Administration from the European Business School in 

London, United Kingdom. 

 
 



 

 

About Marco Polo Hotels 
A wholly owned subsidiary of The Wharf (Holdings) Ltd, Marco Polo Hotels currently operates 14 
owned or managed upscale, full-service hotels throughout Hong Kong, China and the Philippines. 
Niccolo Hotels was recently added to the group’s portfolio as the new luxury collection. In addition 
to 3 more Niccolo hotels, the group has a Marco Polo hotel currently under development, bringing 
the group to 18 hotels in total. Marco Polo properties are well-known and established addresses 
for business and leisure travellers throughout the Asian region, with a proven reputation for 
exceptional service and an appreciation for their local identity.  The brand maintains its long-
standing ethos of discovery, creating unique guest experiences and drawing on the key 
philosophies of its namesake, Marco Polo: an adventurer, a traveller, an entrepreneur and a 
connoisseur of culture - just as Marco Polo’s modern travellers are today. 
Further details on Marco Polo Hotels are available at marcopolohotels.com 
 
About Global Hotel Alliance 

Founded in 2004, and based on the airline alliance model, Global Hotel Alliance (“GHA”) is 

today the world’s largest alliance of independent hotel brands. GHA uses a shared 

technology platform to drive incremental revenues and create cost savings for its member 

brands, and operates a multi-brand loyalty programme, DISCOVERY, which has over eight 

million members. GHA currently includes more than 30 brands, encompassing over 550 

upscale and luxury hotels with 110,000 rooms across 76 different countries. For more 

information visit gha.com 
 

* * * 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Juanita Lo 
Assistant Director of Branding 
Marco Polo Hotels 
5/F, Marco Polo Hongkong Hotel 
Harbour City, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2118-7269 
Fax: (852) 2118-7388 
Email: jlo@marcopolohotels.com 

Jonathan Ma 
Communications Manager 
Marco Polo Hotels 
5/F Marco Polo Hongkong Hotel 
Harbour City, Hong Kong 
Tel : (852) 2118-7292 
Fax : (852) 2118-7388 
Email: jonathan.ma@marcopolohotels.com 

 


